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have more specialized responsibilities and more oppor-
tunity for advancement. Careers can span from entry 
level to supervision or from general technician to much 
more specific areas of expertise. See Figure  1-4. The 
path your career takes depends on your interests.

According to the Occupational Outlook Handbook, 
published by the US Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), 
median salaries for industrial maintenance technician 
occupations are in the range of $24–$27 per hour, or 
$50,000–$56,000 per year. In addition, the Occupa-
tional Outlook Handbook projects over 32,000 new 
industrial maintenance positions to be created in the 
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Figure 1-4. Employment in the industrial maintenance field allows many pathways for advancements as you gain skills 
and experience. Your choices and actions will determine the path of your career.
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United States between 2016 and 2026. This increase will 
bring the total number of industrial maintenance work-
ers to over 500,000. See Figure 1-5.

T E C H  T I P

Median Salary

Median salary represents the middle of a range of 
salaries, with half earning less than the median sal-
ary and half earning more than the median salary.
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Figure 1-5. The number of industrial maintenance technicians in the United States is projected to increase in coming 
years. In addition, retirement of older workers will create a large number of additional job openings.
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Profession Median Salary   Job Outlook

Millwright

Industrial Machinery Mechanic

Machinery Maintenance Worker

General Maintenance/Repair Worker

Electricity/Electronic Technicians

Ironworker

Machinist

$64,100

$64,100

$64,100

$49,590

$78,190

$60,780

$59,620

+14%

+14%

+14%

+4%

+2%

+2%

Source: National Association of Manufacturers

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

-1%

Source: Industrial Maintenance and Mechatronics

Source: Analysis of 2024 Deloitte and the The Manufacturing Institute Talent Study 

Career Earnings & Outlook

Manufacturing Duties
Read technical manuals Perform diagnostic tests

Adjust and calibrate equipment

Clean and lubricate equipment

Repair or replace
broken components

Disassemble equipment and machinery

Technical Skills
Integrity and Honesty
Comprehension
Dependability
Teamwork

Communication
Self-Confidence
Accountability
Initiative
Personal Appearance

Source: Machining Fundamentals

What Employers Want

3,800,000+
manufacturing jobs will be 

needed over the next decade!

Validate
Your Skills
through Certification

National Institute for Metalworking Skills (NIMS)

Manufacturing Skill Standards Council (MSSC)

The Society for Maintenance & Reliability Professionals (SMRP)

Pathway for
Advancement

Manufacturing partnerships attract and 
retain a qualified workforce!

ManufacturingManufacturing

Technical Colleges

Industry Associations

Universities

State/Regional Economic Development Agencies

K–12 Schools

Community-Based Organizations

Manufacturing Extension Partnerships

Organizations that Support Veterans

Local Government
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